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AFGHANISTAN. 27 Apr.—The Prime Minister, Shah Mahmud 
Khan, was reported by Kabul radio to have told a crowd of students, 
demonstrating in sympathy with their ‘Afghan brothers beyond the 
Durand line’, that the Government were determined to pursue a policy 
of ‘rescuing our brother Afghans, wherever they might be’. If negotia- 
tions failed the King would consult the nation before taking another 
step. Similar demonstrations were reported from other provinces. 


ALBANIA. 2 May—Resumption of diplomatic relations with Italy 
(see Italy). 


ARGENTINA. 22 Apr.—A trade agreement was signed with the three 
western Zones of Germany providing for the import of £6,250,000 
worth of German manufactured foods in exchange for £8,450,000 
worth of farm products. 

1 May—President Peron told Congress that the Government were 
seeking an increase in meat prices in order to protect the country’s 
purchasing power. If other countries sold Argentina their coal at four 
times and their machinery at five times the former prices it was only just 
that they should pay her four times higher for her produce. 

President Peron reaffirmed the Government’s plan to nationalize all 
public services, including transport. 


AUSTRALIA. 21 Apr.—Prime Minister in London (see Common- 
wealth Conference). 

22 Apr.—Prime Minister in Paris (see France). 

3 May—Dr Evatt in Washington (see United States). 


AUSTRIA. 27 Apr.—Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, deputy Under- 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, who had arrived in Vienna from Frank- 
furt, was received by the President, Dr Renner. 

30 Apr.—Herr Helmer, Minister of the Interior, announced the 
Government’s decision to allow the unrestricted formation of new 
political parties. 

4 May—Tass announced that Gen. Sviridov, formerly Soviet High 
Commissioner in Hungary, had been appointed to succeed Gen. 
Kurasov as Soviet High Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Soviet Armed Forces in Austria. 


BELGIUM. 25 Apr.—Meeting in Berne between the King, the 
Regent and two Ministers (see Switzerland). 

27 Apr.—M. Spaak and M. Moreau de Melen reported to the 
Cabinet on their meeting with the King in Berne. The Socialist trade 
unions issued a warning that a general strike would be decided if the 
King returned against the will of the Government or Parliament. The 
Christian Socialist trade union leaders asked their members not to take 


part. 
Parliament passed a Bill introducing women’s franchise. 
28 Apr.—Ruhr Authority agreement signed (see Great Britain). 
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3 May—The text of a letter sent by King Leopold to the Regent 
after their recent meeting in Berne, which was published by the King’s 
secretariat, declared that it was time for Parliament to face its res- 
ponsibility and make a decision about his return. “The abnormal 
present situation’ could not continue indefinitely. He reaffirmed his 
determination to accept any solution that was in accordance with his 
constitutional oath and declared that he would remain above parties, 
and must not be made the subject of an electoral campaign. 

4 May—Atlantic Pact. The Chamber of Deputies ratified the pact by 
139 votes to 22. 


BENELUX. 23 Apr.—Trade agreement with Spain (see Spain). 


BOLIVIA. 1 May—General elections were held. Fighting afterwards 
broke out in which five people were reported killed and forty-seven 
injured. 

2 May—The Government declared a state of siege. 


BRAZIL. 22 Apr.—Ex-Italian Colonies. Dr Fernandes, Foreign 
Minister, told a British press correspondent that his Government 
favoured a British mandate for Cyrenaica and the return to Italy of 
Tripolitania. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 26 Apr.—Uganda. A crowd of 5,000 
natives demonstrated outside the royal palace at Kampala demanding 
the dismissal of the King’s principal Ministers and a number of his 
chiefs, greater responsibility in the administration, and the abolition 
of controls on the marketing of native produce. After refusing to obey 
orders to leave they were charged and dispersed by the police. Later 
two natives who were found trying to cut a telegraph wire were shot 
dead by a police patrol. 

27 Apr.—Uganda. Rioting continued in Kampala and the surround- 
ing districts with attacks on the property of the unpopular chiefs. Indian 
families began to pour into the town from outlying districts complaining 
of intimidation. 

28 Apr.—Uganda. The Governor, Sir John Hall, announced the 
proscription of the Bataka Party and the African Farmers’ Union. The 
province of Buganda was declared a ‘disturbed area’ and troops in the 
Kampala area were reinforced. In a message to the people the Governor 
blamed ‘a few evil and self-seeking men . . . under Communist inspira- 
tion’ for the ‘murderous assault on constituted authority’. 

29 Apr.—Uganda. The situation in Kampala was reported to be 
quieter. Patrols had extended their rounding-up activities to the out- 
lying districts and over 200 arrests had been made. 

2 May—Uganda. Special emergency measures were decreed by the 
Governor for the province of Buganda in an attempt to break up the 
remaining dissident groups. 


BULGARIA. 22 Apr.—It was learned that the Government had 
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BULGARIA (continued) 
rejected the recent British and U.S. Notes protesting against the 
violation of the ‘freedom’ clauses of the peace treaty. 

23 Apr.—It was announced in Sofia that on the recommendation of 
M. Dimitrov, the Prime Minister then on sick leave in the U.S.S.R., a 
special Inner Cabinet was to be set up to supervise Ministers in the dis- 
charge of their duties. Its members would include M. Dimitrov himself, 
M. Kolarov, Foreign Minister and acting Prime Minister, M. Georgiev 
and M. Traikov, deputy Premiers, and M. Jugov, Minister of the 
Interior. 

27 Apr.—Request for recall of official at London Legation (see Great 
Britain). 

2 May—Protest to Britain (see Great Britain). 

4 May—Mr Acheson on violation of peace treaty (see United States), 


BURMA. 21 Apr:—Karen forces entered Nyaunglebin, ninety miles 
north of Rangoon. 

22 Apr.—Heavy fighting was reported in the Nyaunglebin area and 
at Mandalay. The Government announced that a civilian had been 
killed in a Karen attack on a passenger train in the Shwebo district and 
that unknown gunmen had captured arms and ammunition from an 
armoured train bound for army headquarters at Gyogon. Navy 
gunboats shelled Karen concentrations at Ngaputaw, near Bassein. 

The British Embassy at Rangoon sent an official to Yenangyuang to 
protect British interests there. 

24 Apr.—Government troops were reported to have retaken Semin- 
ary Hill, the Karen stronghold at Insein. 

29 Apr.—The rebels were reported to have advanced to Martaban, 
the river port and railhead near Moulmein. Another rebel force was 
believed to have occupied Taikkyi, forty-two miles north of Rangoon. 
The Government claimed the recapture of Amarapura, on the Irra- 
waddy four miles south of Mandalay. 


CANADA. 21 Apr.—Mr Pearson at London conference (see Common- 
wealth Conference). 

It was learned that the Government had received a Note from the 
Polish Government repeating their request for the return of Polish 
art treasures brought to Canada during the war for safe keeping, and 
rejecting the Government's advice to seek redress through the Canadian 
courts. 

25 Apr.—Mr St Laurent, Prime Minister, told Parliament that the 
Government were seeking the early dissolution of Parliament. Although 
elections were not necessary until the following year he favoured an 
earlier date in order to have his appointment confirmed by the electorate 
as soon as possible and in order to see Newfoundland represented in 
Parliament. 

27 Apr—Mr St Laurent, Prime Minister, read to Parliament the 
declaration of the Commonwealth Prime Ministers and said that it demon- 
strated the traditional capacity of the Commonwealth to strengthen its 
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unity of purpose while adapting its organization and procedures to 
changed circumstances. 

Mr Howe in London (see Great Britain). 

29 Apr.—Atlantic Pact. The Treaty was unanimously ratified by the 
House of Commons. 

30 Apr.— Parliament was dissolved. 

2 May—Mr Howe on Anglo-Canadian trade (see Great Britain). 

3 May—Commonwealth. Mr Pearson stated in Ottawa that had a 
formula not been found by which India could remain in the Common- 
wealth, Pakistan, Ceylon, and South Africa might also have broken 
away. Canada’s position at the London talks had been between the 
extreme viewpoints of Australia on the one hand and South Africa on 
the other. 


CEYLON. 21 Apr—Prime Minister at London conference (see 
Commonwealth Conference). 

29 Apr.—Prime Minister in Dublin (see Fire). 

4 May—The Prime Minister told a press conference on his return 
from London that in his discussions with the British Government the 
latter had agreed to help in the organization of Ceylon’s defence forces. 


CHINA. 21 Apr.—British Warships. While attempting to reach the 
Amethyst, stranded on the Yangtze near Chinkiang, the cruiser London, 
flying a white flag and accompanied by the destroyer Black Swan, was 
attacked by gunfire from the north bank of the river and suffered con- 
siderable damage and thirty-five casualties, including fifteen killed. 
She returned the fire and both ships returned to Shanghai. Doctors and 
medical supplies were later taken to the Amethyst by air. 

Peking radio announced that Mao Tse-tung, the Communist leader, 
had issued orders to the Communist armies preparing to cross the 
Yangtze, telling them to advance bravely and wipe out all the re- 
actionary forces. AJl notorious war criminals must be arrested and 
tried and special attention paid to ‘gangsterissimo’ Chiang Kai-shek. 
After surrounding Nanking a final chance would be given to the 
Nationalist Government to sign the peace programme. 

Communist troops crossed the Yangtze in force near Wuhu, sixty 
miles up-river from Nanking. 

22 Apr.—-British Warships. The Amethyst was again fired on from 
the north bank of the river as she attempted to move upstream. An 
R.A.F. flying-boat carrying her relief supplies and personnel was 
forced by Communist fire to turn back without making contact. An 
official source in Shanghai said that Government forces on the south 
bank had mistakenly also fired on the ships, their action being attri- 
buted to anticipation of the Communist advance. 

Communist troops crossed the Yangtze at several points along a 250 
mile front and occupied Kiangyin, the naval anchorage eighty-five miles 
downstream from Nanking. One column was reported to have reached 
within forty-five miles of Shanghai. They also cut the Nanking-Shanghai 
railway at Chinkiang which was evacuated by the Nationalists. The 
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CHINA (continued) 
evacuation of Government officials from Nanking continued. 

After a conference with Gen. Chiang Kai-shek Gen. Li Tsung-jen, 
the acting President, and Dr Ho Ying-chen, Prime Minister, returned 
to Nanking with orders to ‘fight to the bitter end’. The latter was 
appointed Minister of National Defence and Commander of the armies, 

The Communist radio reported that guerrillas had taken the offensive 
in Hainan Island off the south coast. 

23 Apr.—Government troops and officials evacuated Nanking, the 
British, U.S., and many other foreign Embassies remaining in the city, 
The Communists reported that their armies had made three major 
crossings of the Yangtze and were advancing steadily. East of Nanking 
they claimed to have routed the Government forces and occupied a 
vast area, including Hangchung, Chinkiang, and Kiangyin. 

British Warships. A Communist broadcast stated that on 20 April 
‘two enemy war vessels’ had opened fire on Communist positions on the 
north bank of the river. The Communists had returned the fire and sunk 
one of the ships, while the other had steamed west and had half-sunk 
near Chinkiang. Other warships had arrived on the scene making a 
total of five, and other nearby ships had engaged in the battle. It was not 
till the night of 21 April that they had learned that four of the ships 
were British. The British were accused of engaging in an imperialistic 
plot with the Nationalists. 

24 Apr.—Communist troops occupied Nanking while their forward 
armies advanced on Suchow, sixty miles west of Shanghai, Changsu, and 
Kashing, on the Shanghai-Hangchow railway. In the north the Com- 
munists claimed the capture of Taiyuan, capital of Shansi province, 
which had been under siege for eight months, and the annihilation of 
its 150,000 defenders. 

The Prime Minister told a conference of Government, military, and 
civic leaders in Shanghai that Nationalist troops were determined to 
hold the city. He left later for Canton and the executive Yuan announced 
plans for the removal there of all Government officials. 

British Warships. The British Embassy at Nanking announced that 
the Communists had refused a request for a cease-fire to permit the 
rescue of the Amethyst. 

25 Apr.—Forward Communist troops were reported to have ad- 
vanced to within thirty-five miles of Shanghai without meeting any 
resistance. In Nanking Communist soldiers entered the U.S. Embassy 
and made a tour of inspection. On being informed, the State Depart- 
ment instructed the U.S. Military Attaché to make a vigorous protest. 
The U.S. Naval Commander in Shanghai instructed the ships under his 
command to move down to the lower reaches of the Yangtze and U.S. 
citizens in Shanghai were urged to leave in them. Recall of U.S. 
Ambassador for consultations (see United States). 

Mao Tse-tung and the Commander-in-Chief of the Communist 
Army, Gen. Chu Teh, issued a proclamation to the people promising 
to protect the security, lives, and property of all foreign nationals so 
long as they obeyed the laws of the People’s Liberation Army and the 
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People’s Government. The lives and property of Chinese citizens 
would also be respected regardless of class, faith, or profession, and 
schools and hospitals would also be protected. Much Government 
property would, however, be confiscated. 

British Warships. A Communist broadcast demanded that the 
British Government should pay compensation and apologize to them 
for the Yangtze incidents which had caused 252 Communist casualties. 
Britain had intervened in the civil war and the ‘aggressive military 
forces’ of Britain and the U.S.A. must ‘immediately withdraw from 
all China’. Statements by British Admiralty and Ambassador in 
London (see Great Britain). 

India’s decision to set up consular relations with Communists (see 
India). 

26 Apr.—British Warships. Mr Attlee’s statement (see Great Britain). 

The Communists claimed the capture of Thing, eighty-five miles 
from Shanghai, and Chingtai, sixty miles south-west of Nanking. 

Statement on Hong Kong trade (see Great Britain). 

27 Apr.—Gen. Chiang Kai-shek broadcasting from a town in 
Chekiang province appealed to the people to continue the fight against 
Communist tyranny and pledged himself to take his part in the nation- 
wide struggle against enslavement. The crossing of the Yangtze was the 
peak of the Communist military effort and the political, military, and 
economic problems facing them would result in their inevitable down- 
fall. The Nationalists would achieve victory within three years. The fate 
not only of China but of all freedom-loving nations was dependent on 
the outcome of this war, for the Chinese Communists were trying to 
make China a military man-power base for a Communist domination of 
the world. Gen. Chiang later flew to Shanghai and conferred with local 
officials there including Gen. Tang En-po, garrison Commander for 
the Shanghai-Nanking area. 

It was announced in Shanghai that Communist troops had entered 
Soochow and also that twelve warships and over 100,000 Nationalist 
troops had arrived at Shanghai to defend the area. 

Reports reaching Hong Kong indicated increased Communist activity 
on the island of Hainan. Gen. Chan Chai-ton, the administrator of the 
island, was believed to have arrived at Canton to meet the Prime 
Minister. 

28 Apr.—The Shanghai garrison command reported that about 4,000 
Communist troops were advancing east from Soochow along the 
Nanking-Shanghai railway. 

a Chiang Kai-shek was reported to have arrived at Amoy, in the 
south. 

British Warships. A Communist broadcast again protested against the 
‘provocative act of the British imperialists’ on the Yangtze and warned 
them that if they continued such hostile acts they would encounter ‘a 
— and just rebuff from the Chinese people and meet disgraceful 

efeat’. 

29 Apr.—The Nationalists admitted the loss of Wuhing, thirty-six 
miles west of Kashing and said the Communists were penetrating near 
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CHINA (continued) 
Chengyi, eight miles west of Kunshan, on the Nanking-Shanghai 
railway. 

30 Apr.—The Communists broadcast a request that all British, U.S., 
and French armed forces be withdrawn from the Yangtze and else- 
where. They attacked Mr Attlee in connection with the Yangtze 
incident and repeated their demand for an apology and an indemnity 
from Britain. The broadcast ended with an offer to consider diplomatic 
relations with any foreign Government which severed relations with the 
Nationalist Government. Another Communist broadcast stated that 
Nationalist aircraft had twice bombed Nanking. 

1 May—It was learned that Government troops had evacuated 
Hangchow, capital of Chekiang province. 

A Communist broadcast claimed that eight Nationalist armies, each 
consisting of about 20,000 men, had been ‘annihilated’ south of the 
Yangtze in the past ten days. 

2 May—A Nationalist communiqué reported that Communist 
attacks on Kunshan, thirty miles west of Shanghai, had been beaten 
back and that Communist raiders had been driven out of Taichang, 
about thirty miles north-west of Shanghai. Wukiang, on the shore of 
Lake Tai, had been evacuated by Government troops and later occupied 
by the Communists. Six of the eight Nationalist warships captured on 
the Yangtze by the Communists had been sunk by Government planes. 
The remaining two had been badly damaged. 

3 May—The Communists claimed in a broadcast the capture of 
Kwangteh, about half-way between Wuhu and Hangchow, with 2,400 
prisoners, and of twelve more towns south of the Yangtze. They also 
claimed to have taken Tatung, a Nationalist stronghold in Shansi. 

The Nationalist news agency in Shanghai said that Gen. Chang 
Chih Chung and Shao Li-tse, former Ambassador to Russia, both 
delegates to the peace talks at Peking, had been detained there by the 
Communists. 

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek was reported to have arrived at Taichu in 
Formosa. 

4 May—The Communists were reported to have launched a heavy 
attack near Kashing, the strategic rail junction sixty miles south-west 
of Shanghai. The Nationalists admitted the fall of Hangchow. 

A Peking broadcast reported that the Communists now had an 
air force with aircraft ‘made in America’. Most of the planes had been 
flown to them by deserting Government crews. 


COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. 21 Apr.—A conference of 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers opened in London attended by Mr 
Attlee (Britain), Mr Chifley (Australia), Mr Fraser (New Zealand), Dr 
Malan (South Africa), Pandit Nehru (India), M. Liaquat Ali Khan 
(Pakistan), and M. Senanayake (Ceylon). The Prime Minister of Canada 
was represented by Mr Pearson, Canadian Secretary of State for 
External Affairs. Other officials present included the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Sir Stafford Cripps, the Secretary of State for Common- 
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wealth Relations, Mr Noel-Baker, Pakistan’s Minister of Forei 
Affairs and Commonwealth Relations, Sir Muhammed Zafrullah Khan, 
and the High Commissioners in London of the visiting Premiers. 

27 Apr.—The conference ended after drawing up a declaration 
(released the next day) as follows: ‘The Governments of the United 
Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, India, 
Pakistan, and Ceylon, whose countries are united as members of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations and owe a common allegiance to the 
Crown, which is also the symbol of their free association, have con- 
sidered the impending constitutional changes in India. The Govern- 
ment of India have informed the other Governments of the Common- 
wealth of the intention of the Indian people that under the new con- 
stitution which is about to be adopted India shall become a sovereign 
independent republic. The Government of India have however 
declared and affirmed India’s desire to continue her full membership of 
the Commonwealth of Nations and her acceptance of the King as the 
symbol of the free association of its independent member nations and 
as such the Head of the Commonwealth. The Governments of the 
other countries of the Commonwealth, the basis of whose membership 
of the Commonwealth is not hereby changed, accept and recognize 
India’s continuing membership in accordance with the terms of this 
declaration. Accordingly, the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa, India, Pakistan, and Ceylon hereby declare 
that they remain united as free and equal members of the Common- 
wealth of Nations, freely co-operating in the pursuit of peace, liberty, 
and progress.’ 

Mr Pearson spoke in a broadcast of the success of the discussions, 
which had strengthened the Commonwealth association and maintained 
the bridge between east and west. 

Statement by Mr St Laurent (see Canada). 

28 Apr.—A statement issued from 10 Downing Street publishing the 
text of the declaration said that these constitutional questions had been 
the sole subject of discussions at the full meetings of Prime Ministers. 

Mr Fraser said in a statement that there could be no doubt of the 
desirability of keeping the great nation of India within the Common- 
wealth. New Zealand would have preferred to continue to accept the 
existing ties and form of association but obviously conditions suitable to 
= member of the Commonwealth were not equally acceptable to 
others. 

Dr Malan spoke in a broadcast of South Africa’s desire to continue 
her special ties with the Commonwealth so long as there was no 
infringement of her rights—even her right to become a republic. 
Referring to the current ideological war he said that South Africa’s 
sympathies were with the west whose duty it was to see that the 
dependent territories in Africa were made secure for west European 
civilization. The time had come for the serious consideration of an 
African charter. 

M. Liaquat Ali Khan said in a statement that this remarkable 
development in the conception of the Commonwealth emphasized both 
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COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE (continued) 

aspects of its elastic and dynamic character. Pakistan’s position re- 
mained unaffected as a result of the deliberations. It continued to retain 
full freedom on the shape of its Constitution then being formed and on 
whether it should choose to continue its membership of the Common- 
wealth on the existing basis, substitute full membership on the basis 
adopted by India, or go out of the Commonwealth altogether. 

Statements by Mr Churchill, Gen. Smuts, and Sardar Patel (see 
Great Britain, South Africa, and India). 

29 Apr.—M. Liaquat Ali Khan told a press conference in London 
that Pakistan’s membership of the Commonwealth should not be taken 
for granted. Pakistan was willing to make its contributions to the 
Commonwealth as an equal and important member but not as a ‘camp 
follower’. The economic, financial, and strategic importance of his 
country should not be forgotten. 

3 May—Mr Pearson’s comment on discussions (see Canada). 


CONFERENCE ON PALESTINE. 27 Apr.—Negotiations begun at 
Beirut between the Arab States and the U.N. Conciliation Commission 
(see p. 221) were re-opened at Lausanne, attended also by Israel. The 
Commission, which had set up two committees to deal with the question 
of Arab refugees and the internationalization of Jerusalem, began a 
series of talks with individual delegates. 

30 Apr.—The heads of the Transjordan and Israeli delegations, 
Fawzi al-Mulki Pasha, Transjordan Minister of Defence, and Dr 
Eytan, Director-General of the Israeli Foreign Office, arrived in Lau- 
sanne together with the heads of the Syrian and Egyptian delegations. 


COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS. 25 Apr.— Austrian Treaty. 
A proposal by the U.S. delegate, Mr Reber, that an estimate of Austria’s 
capacity to pay should be studied in connection with the Soviet claim 
for $150 million to be paid over six years was rejected by M. Zarubin 
(U.S.S.R.) who insisted that the claim must be conceded first and 
details studied later. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 25 Apr.—Statement on breakdown of negotia- 
tions between the Government and the bishops (see Vatican). 

Recall of Chargé d’Affaires in Teheran (see Persia). 

4 May—Greece. It was learned that the ‘Minister of Justice’ in the 
Greek rebel ‘Government’, who had arrived in Prague, had applied to 
the U.S. Embassy for a visa and written to Dr Evatt, President of the 
U.N. Assembly, proposing to fly to Lake Success for negotiations with 
the Greek Government. The message was understood to declare that 
the independence of Greece must be respected, a neutral interim 
Government be set up, and then free elections be held under the 
supervision of a U.N. committee which should not consist exclusively of 
western representatives. Mr Clementis, the Czech Foreign Minister, had 
forwarded the letter with a strong recommendation that the proposal 
be accepted. A spokesman of the rebels said in Prague that his “Govern- 
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ment’ would welcome a U.N. mediator, possibly Dr Bunche. They 
would abide by the results of the elections, whatever the results. The 
repatriation of the British and U.S. missions in Greece could be 
negotiated later. State Department comment (see United States). 

An Army newspaper reported that a group of men were on trial 
charged with plotting against the Government. 


DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE ON THE RED CROSS CON- 
VENTIONS. 21 Apr.—Representatives of fifty-six countries met in 
Geneva to consider four international conventions for the protection of 
combatant and civilian victims of war. 

28 Apr.—M. Morosow (U.S.S.R.) proposed that all nations should 
set up security zones to shelter civilians in war time. 


ECONOMIC CONFERENCE OF THE EUROPEAN MOVE- 
MENT. 22 Apr.—Discussions were held on the free movement of 
labour in Europe and the desirability of simplifying frontier formalities 
in order to stimulate European tourist traffic. 

24 Apr.—The conference ended after approving the following 
recommendations: three organizations should be set up for each of the 
four basic industries of coal, iron and steel, electricity, and transport 
in order to develop production, lower prices etc.; the European Con- 
sultative Assembly should be invited to set up a European economic 
and social council to advise on the progressive unification of the 
economy of Europe; a Ministerial conference should be called to con- 
sider the bringing into operation of the mutual convertibility of 
European exchanges and a commission composed of monetary experts 
be set up to help co-ordinate the policies of the separate Govern- 
ments; the European Agricultural and Food Commission should set up 
commodity councils to encourage production and distribution in the 
agricultural field. 


EGYPT. 21 Apr.—King Farouk received the Syrian Prime Minister, 
Col. Husni Zaim, who arrived in Cairo for a day’s visit ‘to show the 
bonds of friendship and profound respect that the Syrian Government 
and people have for Egypt and her sovereign’. 

23 Apr.—The Government decided to recognize the new Syrian 
Government. 

29 Apr.—Twelve persons were arrested and huge quantities of arms 
and a store of police uniforms were seized in a police raid in Cairo. 

1 May.—The Cabinet decided to ask Parliament to prolong martial 
law (which had been proclaimed the preceding May) for a further year, 
but to discontinue the press censorship, in part, from 15 May. 


EIRE. 21 Apr—Mr MacBride on partition (see United States). 

24 Apr.—President O’Kelley’s reply to King George’s recent 
message of goodwill which was published in Dublin expressed ‘sincere 
good wishes for the peace and prosperity of Great Britain, with which 
Ireland has so many ties and such special relations’. 
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28 Apr.—Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister of India, arrived in Dublin 
for a day’s visit and visited the Dail. After a meeting with Mr Costello 
the latter told the press that the visit had been made out of genuine 
affection and regard for Eire. 

29 Apr.—Mr Costello received M. Senanayake, Prime Minister of 
Ceylon, who arrived in Dublin for a day’s visit. 

30 Apr.—Mr MacBride on ‘police state’ in Ulster (see United States). 

1 May—Mr de Valera on partition (see Great Britain). 

2 May—M. Liaquat Ali Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan, arrived 
in Dublin for a short visit. 

3 May—Publication of Ireland Bill (see Great Britain). 


ETHIOPIA. 27 Apr.—Agreement with Britain on new status of diplo- 
matic missions (see Great Britain). 


EUROPEAN RECOVERY PROGRAMME. 1 May—The Paris 
ofiice of the E.C.A. announced that a plan for the emigration of 971,900 
Italians over the following four years had been submitted by the Italian 
Government. 


FRANCE. 21 Apr.—Appointment of U.S Ambassador (see United 
States). 

22 Apr-—Germany. When questioned by the press, M. Schuman, 
Foreign Minister, indicated that no direct proposal for the lifting of the 
Berlin blockade had been made by the U.S.S.R. to the French. He said 
that although the status quo ante in Berlin could be restored by such a 
move, the development in western Germany could not be halted. If the 
four occupying Powers could arrange a meeting soon, the process of 
establishing a German Government could be adjusted to any decisions 
taken at such a meeting. While the attitude of Dr Schumacher and Dr 
Adenauer deserved ‘sympathetic comprehension’ there was as yet no 
German sovereignty. The Potsdam agreement, incidentally, had not 
envisaged a peace treaty between the allied Powers and a sovereign 
German State, but a status to be agreed between the Allies which must 
precede the restoration of German sovereignty. 

Atlantic Pact. M. Schuman also told the press that the pact did not 
override the Constitution and that therefore no French Government 
could declare war without the assent of the National Assembly. 

24 Apr—Mr Chifley, Australian Prime Minister, arrived in Paris 
and had discussions with M. Schuman on the economic relations 
between the two countries. He later returned to London. 

25 Apr.—Agreement on west German Constitution (see Germany). 

26 Apr.—M. Schuman, Foreign Minister, received Count Sforza, 
Italian Foreign Minister, who had arrived in Paris from Washington 
and discussed with him ‘colonial questions and the constitution of the 
Council of Europe’. 

Discussions on the lifting of the Berlin blockade (see U.S.S.R. and 
United States). 


j 
t 
a 
a 
i 
a 
ir 
in 
th 
ag 


21 APRIL 1949 — 4 MAY 1949 277 


27 Apr.—The franc was slightly devalued in relation to all controlled 
foreign currencies, sterling being officially quoted as 1,096 francs to the 
£ against the previous rate of 1,061 francs. 

28 Apr.—Ruhr Authority agreement signed (see Great Britain). 

Exchange of diplomatic missions with New Zealand (see New 
Zealand). 

2 May—Council of Europe. M. Schuman, Foreign Minister, told a 
press conference that he was in favour of admitting to the Council any 
European country possessing a Parliament and governed on democratic 
lines, provided that it submitted an application. These provisos would 
apply to both Greece and Turkey. Germany must reach a certain level 
of political organization before she could be admitted, though the 
German problem could only eventually be solved within a United 
Europe. He later left for London to take part in the discussions of the 
European Foreign Ministers. 


GERMANY. 21 Apr.—Dutch approval of frontier changes (see 
Netherlands). 

22 Apr;—West German Constitution. A letter drafted by the British, 
French, and U.S. Foreign Ministers in Washington on 7 April, to be 
used in the event of a crisis in the discussions on the draft Constitu- 
tion, was handed to the Parliamentary Council at Bonn by the three 
Military Governors. It stated that although the Foreign Ministers 
would not agree initially to the inclusion of Berlin in the Federal 
Republic they would give ‘sympathetic consideration’ to suggestions 
put forward by the Parliamentary Council concerning certain aspects of 
the financial independence of the Lander and the Federal Government 
and of the questions of Federal and Land legislation and taxation. 

Dr Schumacher made a statement to the press denying allegations 
that he had acted under British pressure in formulating the 5.P.D. 
attitude to the Constitution. 

Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, deputy Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, 
arrived in Diisseldorf. 

Berlin. The U.G.O., the independent trade union organization, held 
its first annual congress in the British Sector. 

The three western Commandants announced that they would not 
allow elections for the ‘People’s Congress’ to be held in their Sectors. 

Frontier Changes. Dr Arnold, Prime Minister of North Rhine- 
Westphalia, issued a statement condemning the Dutch action. The 
Federal Government would have the last word in the matter when the 
peace treaty was signed. 

Trade agreement with Argentina (see Argentina). 

23 Apr.—Frontier Changes. The rectifications agreed on in favour 
of Holland, Belgium, Luxembourg, and France were carried out without 
incident. 

24 Apr.—West German Constitution. After two-day discussions two 
inter-party working parties of the Parliamentary Council reconciled 
their differences on finance and the powers of the second Chamber. No 
agreement was reached on the cultural clauses. 
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Soviet Zone. It was learned that the Socialist Unity Party had formed 
a commission of ten to observe developments in foreign affairs and 
explain them to the people. 

Mr Robert Murphy, acting director of the Office of German-Austrian 
Affairs at the State Department, arrived in Berlin. 

25 Apr.—A message sent by Gen. Clay to the annual meeting of the 
Associated Press in New York, stressed the importance, as a ‘sure way 
to peace’, of drawing western Germany into closer association with the 
democratic nations of western Europe. 

West German Constitution. The text of a draft agreement decided on 
the previous day at Bonn was transmitted to the three Military Govern- 
ors at Frankfurt who, at a conference with a delegation from the 
Parliamentary Council headed by Dr Adenauer, reached full agreement 
on the Constitution. After the meeting Gen. Robertson, the British 
Military Governor, said that this had been ‘an historic day, and a great 
day in the development of relations between the occupying Powers and 
the Germans’. He later told a press conference that disagreement on the 
‘cultural rights’ clauses which still persisted were not serious, and were 
capable of an early solution. Gen. Clay said that the Constitution should 
be finished and signed by 15 May and that after ratification by the 
Lénder, and, possibly, a popular referendum, elections might be held 
by about 15 July. 

British Military Government headquarters in Berlin announced that 
a four-man British patrol had been fired on and arrested several days 
earlier by Soviet troops on the boundary between the British and 
Soviet Zones. The British soldiers had not returned the fire. Repre- 
sentations had been made to the Soviet authorities for their speedy 
release. 

Soviet Zone. The Premiers of Mecklenburg, Brandenburg, Saxony, 
and Saxony-Anhalt left for Moscow to take part in the May Day 
celebrations. 

26 Apr.—Soviet-U.S. conversations on the lifting of the Berlin 
blockade (see U.S.S.R. and United States). 

West German Constitution. The Christian Democratic Party Congress, 
meeting at Koenigswinter, confirmed the Frankfurt agreement. It was 
further stated that agreement in principle had been reached on the 
cultural clauses. 

White Paper on Washington agreements including voting procedure 
under tripartite control machinery (see Great Britain). 

28 Apr.—Agreement on Ruhr authority signed (see Great Britain). 

Mr Acheson’s speech (see United States). 

Berlin. The three western Commandants agreed on a ‘statement of 
principles governing the relationship between the Allied Kommandatura 
and the Berlin Magistrat’. 

29 Apr.—Berlin. Herr Ebert, Lord Mayor of the eastern Sector, told 
a meeting of the Democratic Bloc that a large number of firms, banks, 
and insurance and estate companies were to become the property of the 
city, and that a loan would be raised for the reconstruction of the 
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capital. He also announced that the transfer of property from private to 
public ownership would henceforward cease, except in special cir- 
cumstances. Berlin’s commercial links both with the eastern and 
western Zones must be developed. 

Dr Malan, Prime Minister of South Africa, arrived in Berlin to 
inspect the air-lift. 

30 Apr.—A report was issued by Gen. Clay defending and accepting 
full responsibility for the decartellization policy carried out in the U.S. 
Zone, and stating that any further breaking up of German enterprises 
would be a ‘political and not a security measure’. 

The British patrol arrested by the Soviet authorities was released 
following a renewed British protest. 

Berlin. A three-day dispute caused by the attempt of the Soviet 
authorities to take control of three canal locks in the British Sector 
ended with a Russian promise to interfere no further with craft of the 
western Sectors moving in the British Sector. 

1 May—Mr de Freitas, British Under-Secretary for Air, arrived at 
Gatow to inspect the air-lift. 

3 May—Replacement of Gen. Clay by Gen. Huebner and Gen. Hays 
announced (see United States). 

4 May—Dismantling. Dr Punder, chairman of the bizonal executive 
committee, appealed to the western Powers to halt the dismantling 
programme. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 21 Apr.—London conference of Commonwealth 
Prime Ministers (see Commonwealth Conference). 

Further attacks on British warships (see China). 

22 Apr.—U.S.S.R. Mr Mayhew, Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, 
said in a speech to the National Peace Council that the secrecy sur- 
rounding the U.S.S.R. was due not to military security but to the desire 
to keep alive the myth of Soviet pre-eminence in the standards of living 
of ordinary people. 

23 Apr.—Chinese Communist version of Yangtze incident (see 
China). 

25 Apr.—China. The Chinese Embassy in London stated that their 
Government had given warning in February that foreign ships an- 
chored in the Yangtze should be withdrawn, and pointed out the risk 
involved to any other ships entering the river. 

The Admiralty issued a statement reaffirming that the presence of 
British ships at Nanking and Shanghai was solely to provide assistance 
for the evacuation, if necessary, of Commonwealth nationals. As soon 
as circumstances permitted it was intended to withdraw the ships. They 
also announced that the cruiser famaica had been ordered to the Far 
East from Bermuda. Chinese Communists’ demand for Government’s 
‘apology’ for Yangtze incident (see China). 

Agreement on west German Constitution (see Germany). 

26 Apr.—Germany. A memorandum on the measures agreed on in 
Washington on 8 April by the Foreign Ministers of Britain, France, and 
the U.S.A. (see p. 260) was published as a White Paper (Cmd. 7677). 
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Annex II stated that voting procedure by the Allied High Commission 
under the tripartite control machinery would be as follows: (1) unani- 
mous agreement would be necessary in the exercise of powers reserved 
to the occupation authorities to approve amendments to the Federal 
Constitution; (2) weighted voting, in favour of the United States, was 
prescribed for decisions on German foreign trade and exchange which 
would increase the need for assistance from United States funds, 
Occupation authorities were to have voting strengths proportionate to 
the funds their Governments made available to Germany; (3) majority 
voting would apply to all other matters, but if a majority decision 
altered any agreement relating to any of the subjects listed in 2(a) and 
2(b) of the Occupation Statute (see p. 240) any dissenting High Com- 
missioner might appeal to his Government, and the question would 
have to be settled at Governmental level. Similar appeals might be 
made in certain other circumstances. 

Berlin. Discussions on the lifting of the blockade (see U.S.S.R. and 
U.S.A.). A statement issued by the Foreign Office declared that the 
holding of a meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers would in no 
way deflect the three Governments from their plan to set up a western 
German Government. 

Hong Kong. Mr Rees-Williams, Under-Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, said in a speech to a Hong Kong trade delegation that trade 
turnover was breaking all records. In 1948 imports totalled £130 
million, compared with £38 million in 1938, and exports £100 million, 
compared with £32 million in 1938. The Government intended to do 
their utmost to maintain Hong Kong as ‘the shop window of democracy 
in the Far East’. 

China. In a statement to the Commons on the Yangtze incidents 
Mr Attlee, Prime Minister, reaffirmed the British policy of non-inter- 
vention in China in accordance with the Moscow Declaration of 
December 1945, and the decision that the Ambassador and consular 
officers should remain at their posts there. During the past troubled 
months warships of various foreign Powers had been stationed at 
Shanghai and Nanking in order to assist, if necessary, in the evacuation 
of their nationals. When the Chinese Government had decided to 
move to Canton they had indeed issued a warning about warships on the 
Yangtze but since then the movement of British warships had continued 
with the full knowledge and consent of the Chinese Government. The 
Amethyst was therefore ‘proceeding on her lawful occasions’ when she 
moved upstream to relieve the Consort at Nanking. This relicf was over- 

due and had been twice postponed in view of the Communist ulti- 
matum to the Chinese Government and the expectation that Com- 
munist troops would cross the Yangtze. When the ultimatum was 
finally extended to 21 April it was decided to time the Amethyst’s pass- 
age to allow her to reach Nanking twenty-four hours before the 
ultimatum was due to expire. He then described the attack from the 
north bank of the river on the Amethyst which was flying the British 
colours, and the attempted rescue by the Consort, the Black Swan, and 
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the London, which had also been fired on and had returned the fire, 
resulting in total British casualties of forty-two killed, fifty-three 
wounded, and twelve missing. The casualties and the extensive damage 
done to the ships were due to the fact that warships were not designed 
to operate in rivers against massed artillery and infantry sheltered by 
reeds and mudbanks. The same reasons accounted for the inability of 
the ships to silence the opposing batteries and fight their way through. 
On the instructions of the British Ambassador, the British consular 
officer at Peking had attempted to communicate with the Communist 
authorities but he had met with a refusal. At the same time a member of 
the Embassy in Nanking had contacted the forward Communist head- 
quarters in the Pukow area and after stating the humanitarian nature 
of the Amethyst’s mission had asked that she be allowed to proceed 
without further hindrance. To this the Communists would only agree 
on condition that the ship assisted their troops to cross the river— 
a condition which was ‘obviously unacceptable’. After refuting as 
‘fantastic’ the Communist allegations that the ships had opened fire on 
the Communists to prevent them crossing the river he declared the 
Communists had failed to notify any foreign authorities in areas which 
they had occupied of the channels through which contact could be 
maintained, and that they had rejected all communications made to 
them. The Government, therefore, reserved their position. Replying 
to questions, Mr Attlee said further that air-cover had not been pro- 
vided because ‘this was not warfare . . . and it would have been quite 
unusual to have provided a bomber force . . . in conjunction with a 
peaceful operation of this kind’. The decisions taken had been the 
responsibility of the local commander who had consulted with the 
Ambassador. There had been no reference to London before action 
had been taken but this action he (Mr Attlee) fully approved and sup- 
ported. Lord Hall, First Lord of the Admiralty, made a similar state- 
ment to the Lords. 

27 Apr.—Bulgaria. Lord Henderson, Under-Secretary, Foreign 
Office, told the Lords in answer to a question that the Government had 
recalled Mr Greenhill, First Secretary at the Sofia Legation (see pp. 
163 and 234) and had requested the recall of the third secretary of 
the Bulgarian Legation. 

Spain. Mr Bevin told the Commons that seven British Protestant 
chapels in Spain had been closed by order of the Spanish authorities 
since 1 January 1947. Representations had been made on three occa- 
sions requesting that the property should be restored without delay, 
but no satisfactory reply had been received. The matter was being 
pursued. 

Mr Strachey, Minister of Food, and Mr Chifley, Prime Minister of 
Australia, issued a joint statement announcing an agreement by which 
Britain would receive Australia’s exportable surplus of meat for a period 
of fifteen years. Negotiations for a formal agreement would begin 
shortly. 

The Government recognized the new Syrian Government. 

It was announced that the Government had agreed with the 
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GREAT BRITAIN (continued) 
Ethiopian Government to raise the status of their respective diplomatic 
missions to that of Embassies. 

Mr Howe, Canadian Minister of Trade and Commerce, arrived in 
London for a short visit. 

28 Apr.—Germany. The agreement for the establishment of a Ruhr 
Authority (see p. 19) was signed in London by representatives of 
Britain, the U.S.A., France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxem- 
bourg. A statement issued by the Foreign Office said that discussions 
would shortly begin with a view to organizing and setting up the 
Authority. 

Commonwealth. Mr Morrison, Lord President of the Council, 
recorded to the House on behalf of Mr Attlee the agreement reached by 
the Commonwealth Conference. Mr Churchill expressed the Opposi- 
tion’s approval of the agreement which, he felt, impaired neither the 
majesty of the Crown, nor the personal dignity of the King. He was 
‘unfeignedly glad’ that a gulf had not opened between the new India 
and the Commonwealth and though many difficulties lay ahead it was 
the duty of every one to try to make a lasting success of this ‘new 
expression of the unity of the world-wide association of States and 
Nations’. Mr Clement Davies expressed the Liberal Party’s approval. 

Minister of Defence in Oslo (see Norway). 

29 Apr.—Sir Stafford Cripps in Rome (see /taly). 

30 Apr.—Sir Stafford Cripps on devaluation and convertibility 
(see Italy). 

1 May—Eire. Mr de Valera, former Prime Minister of Eire, address- 
ing a meeting in London organized by the Anti-Partition League 
referred to a rumour that the British Government were to issue a 
declaration that partition would only be ended if there was a majority 
against it in all the six counties. Eire would regard this as a hostile act 
and the position between the two countries would return to that of 1919. 

2 May—Anglo-Canadian Trade. Mr Howe speaking at the Mansion 
House said that Anglo-Canadian trade had never been in balance. 
Traditionally Canada had shipped more goods to Britain than she had 
received from her, and it was unlikely that a balance could ever be 
struck. But the gap with the sterling area could be reduced—a gap 
which amounted to some £75 million to £100 million—if they con- 
sidered their mutual trade less in terms of direct trade between Canada 
and the United Kingdom, but rather as between the western hemis- 
phere on the one hand and the United Kingdom, the colonial empire, 
and other Commonwealth countries on the other. The Canadian 
market had a great potential for the primary commodities of the colonial 
areas. Mr Wilson, President of the Board of Trade, paid a tribute in his 
reply to the Canadian and U.S. contribution to British recovery. 

Sir Basil Brooke, Prime Minister of Northern Ireland, arrived in 
London for a short visit. 

Bulgaria. It was learned that the Bulgarian Government had pro- 
tested against the request that the third secretary at their London 
Legation should be recalled. 
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Rumania. It was learned that a Note had been received from the 
Rumanian Government requesting the closure of the Consulates at 
Constanza and Cluj which, they said, had not the necessary exequaturs. 

China. Mr Attlee told the Commons in answer to questions that 
when the Amethyst was attacked, the nearest R.A.F. fighter planes were 
in Malaya, some 2,000 miles away. He reaffirmed his support of the 
local Commander’s decision not to call upon them. 

Commonwealth. Mr Attlee also told Parliament that terminology 
must keep step with developments without becoming rigid or doctrin- 
aire. No agreement had been made between the Commonwealth 
Governments either to adopt or exclude any of the terms Common- 
wealth, British Commonwealth, or British Empire, nor had the British 
Government made any decision to do so. 

Spain. Mr Mayhew, Under-Secretary, Foreign Office, told the 
Commons in answer to a question that the Government would not 
support any move to rescind the U.N. recommendation about the 
withdrawal of Ambassadors to Spain or the exclusion of the present 
Spanish Government from the specialized agencies. He also said that 
they would oppose any move to include Spain, with her existing 
régime, in the Council of Europe, the O.E.E.C., the Atlantic Pact, 
or the United Nations. 

Statement by Mr Creech Jones on policy in Northern Rhodesia 
(see Rhodesia, Northern). 

3 May—Mr Mayhew told Parliament, in answer to a question, that 
according to the most responsible estimates there were between 5 and 
12 million people in labour camps in the U.S.S.R. and that these camps 
varied between forced labour camps and minor corrective establish- 
ments. 

The Ireland Bill, which was published, declared that ‘the part of 
Ireland heretofore known as Eire’ and now to be known as ‘the Republic 
of Ireland’ ceased to be part of His Majesty’s Dominions on 18 April 
last, but that it would not be a foreign country for the purposes of any 
law in force in the United Kingdom, or in the British Colonies, pro- 
tectorates, or trust territories. Clause 3 stated that the British Nation- 
ality Act, 1948, and certain other Acts affecting agreements between the 
United Kingdom and Eire would not be affected by the fact that the 
Republic of Ireland was not part of His Majesty’s dominions. The Bill 
also declared that Northern Ireland ‘remains part of His Majesty’s 
dominions and of the United Kingdom and affirms that in no event will 
Northern Ireland or any part thereof cease to be part of His Majesty’s 
dominions and of the United Kingdom without the consent of the 
Parliament of Northern Ireland’. It also laid down a residence qualifica- 
tion of three months for electors of Northern Ireland taking part in 
elections for the United Kingdom Parliament. 

Northern Ireland. Sir Basil Brooke said in a speech in London that 
Ulster’s traditional loyalty to the Crown was one of the factors which 
made union with the Irish Republic impossible. The recent elections 
had shown by a greatly increased majority Northern Ireland’s desire to 
remain part of the United Kingdom and close to the heart of the 
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Empire. The unity of the Empire must be further strengthened and he 
would welcome a progressive expansion of inter-Empire trade stimu- 
lated by tariff concessions, without detriment to the development of 
commerce with foreign countries. 

4 May—Transjordan. Mr Mayhew announced that the Government 
had granted an interest-free loan of {£1 million to Transjordan for 
development work in connection with the repatriation of Arab refugees. 

Berlin. Mr Mayhew told the Commons in answer to a question that 
the Government had been ‘fully informed at all stages’ of the Jessup- 
Malik conversations. 


GREECE. 21 Apr.—After a ten-day trial G. Stachtopoulos was found 
guilty of complicity in the murder the preceding May of George Polk, 
a U.S. journalist, and sentenced to life imprisonment. A. Mouzenidis 
and E. Vasvanas, prominent members of the Communist Party, who 
were tried in absentia were found guilty of the murder and sentenced to 
death. 

28 Apr.—Refugees from the Peloponnese peninsula were told by the 
Ministry of Public Order to return to their homes within a week. 

2 May—Parliament reassembled and was asked to give a vote of 
confidence in the new Cabinet. M. Diomedes, deputy Prime Minister, 
said that the programme of the former Government would be continued 
unchanged including the adjustment of civil servants’ salaries, the 
improvement and decentralization of administration, the return of 
refugees to cleared areas, pursuance of the civil war to the end, and, in 
the foreign field, co-operation with the western allies. 

3 May—Parliament passed a vote of confidence in the Government 
by 224 to 47, with 5 abstentions. 

4 May—Rebel ‘Government’s’ peace proposals (see Czechoslovakia). 


HUNGARY. 3 May—lIt was learned that the Government had sent a 
Note to the Yugoslav Government protesting about a recent incident 
when two Hungarian soldiers who had inadvertently crossed the 
frontier had been shot dead by Yugoslav frontier guards. 

4 May—Mr Acheson on violation of peace treaty (see United States). 


INDIA. 21 Apr.—Prime Minister at London Conference (see Common- 
wealth Conference). 

25 Apr.—China. It was learned that the Government had decided to 
establish consular relations with the Communist régime in China. 

27 Apr.—Two people were killed and several injured when police 
fired on a banned procession of Communists in Calcutta who were 
demonstrating in sympathy with Communist prisoners in west Bengal. 

Agreement by which the country should remain within the Common- 
wealth while becoming a sovereign independent republic (see Common- 
wealth Conference). 

28 Apr.—Pandit Nehru’s visit to Dublin (see Eire). 

Sardar Patel, Minister of States and Home Affairs, told a press 
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conference of his satisfaction at the results of the Commonwealth 
Conference. Adaptability had always been one of the main features of 
the Commonwealth and was the principal source of its integrity, 
strength, and survival. A bold and momentous decision had been taken 
and the association agreed upon must be made enduring by mutual 
goodwill and friendliness. 

Final terms for Kashmir truce settlement received (see Kashmir). 

1 May—Baroda State was formally merged with Bombay province. 

2 May—Defence talks with U.S.A. (see United States). 

3 May—Prime Minister in Switzerland (see Switzerland). 


INDO-CHINA. 23 Apr.—The Assembly of Cochin-China passed a 
resolution asking for the abrogation of the territory's Colonial status 
and its incorporation into Viet Nam. 
28 Apr.—The Emperor Bao Dai arrived at Dalat from France. 
The forces of Ho Chi-minh were reported to have launched an 
attack on Nam Dinh, a town on the delta of the Red River. 


INDONESIA. 21 Apr.—Dr van Royen, chairman of the Dutch delega- 
tion to the preliminary conference in Batavia, which had opened on 
14 April, declared that his Government would agree to the return of 
the Republican Government to Jogjakarta provided that a binding 
commitment was given that ‘Republican guerrillas would be ordered to 
cease fire and co-operate in maintaining law and order and that agree- 
ment would be reached for the time and conditions for the round-table 


conference at The Hague’. 


INTERNATIONAL COTTON CONGRESS. 25 Apr.—The eighth 
congress of the International Cotton Advisory Congress opened in 
Brussels attended by delegates from sixteen cotton-producing or 
importing countries, representing go per cent of the world’s production 
and 80 per cent of the consumption, and by observers from twenty-nine 
non-member countries and of the F.A.O. and the I.C.1.T.O. 


INTERNATIONAL DAY OF RESISTANCE TO DICTATOR- 
SHIP AND WAR. 30 Apr.—Left-wing groups, whose leaders had 
been unable to reach agreement with the Communist organizers of the 
World Congress of Partisans of Peace, held a rival conference in Paris. 


INTERNATIONAL LIBERAL CONFERENCE. 28 Apr.—Liberal 
Parliamentarians from ten western European countries ended a three- 
day conference in London. 


ITALY. 26 Apr.—Foreign Minister in Paris (see France). 

29 Apr.—Sir Stafford Cripps, Chancellor of the Exchequer, arrived 
in Rome for a fortnight’s visit. 

30 Apr.—Sir Stafford Cripps told a press conference in Rome that 
sterling devaluation was ‘neither necessary nor will it take place’. 
Convertibility of sterling was Britain’s ultimate goal, though a rather 
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ITALY (continued) 

distant one. But convertibility itself could not provide a remedy for the 
lack of balance in trade and payments and it was in the general interest 
of Europe that sterling should be maintained as a stable and acceptable 
means of payment. 

1 May—Emigration plan (see European Recovery Programme). 

2 May—The Foreign Office announced the resumption of dip- 
lomatic relations with Albania which had been interrupted since 1939. 

Dr Malan, Prime Minister of South Africa, arrived in Rome. 

Signor de Gasperi, Prime Minister, received Sir Stafford Cripps and 
discussed with him ‘a wide prospect of Italo-British questions and 
economic relations in Europe and Africa, within the framework of 
O.E.E.C.’ Sir Stafford later met Signor Pella, Minister of the Treasury, 
and Signor Lombardo, Minister of Industry. 

3 May—In an address to the Institute of Labour Studies in Rome 
Sir Stafford Cripps reviewed the progress of British economic recovery 
since the war and said that, as far as he knew, the British Government 
then in power was the first progressive Government in Britain which 
would have carried out every item of its electoral programme by the end 
of its five-year term. 

President Einaudi received Dr Malan, who later visited Signor de 
Gasperi. 


JAPAN. 2 May—In a message on the second anniversary of the new 
Constitution Gen. MacArthur praised the people for their progressive 
understanding of ‘the new and enlightened constitutional precepts’ 
which should grant them immunity from the ideological stresses 
threatening all the neighbouring countries. In many respects the 
principles laid down at Potsdam had been fulfilled. The fact that allied 
forces still remained in occupation was due not to the fault of the 
Japanese but to events and circumstances elsewhere beyond their 
influence or control. Army Department comment (see United States). 


KASHMIR. 28 Apr.—The U.N. Commission presented to the Govern- 
ments of India and Pakistan its final terms for a truce agreement and 
asked for a reply within a week. 

2 May—lIt was learned that the Indian Government had informed 
the U.N. Commission that they could not give their reply before the 
return of the Prime Minister from Britain. 


LUXEMBOURG. 28 Apr.—Ruhr Authority agreement signed (see 
Great Britain). 


MALAYA. 21 Apr.—It was announced that, following lengthy 
negotiations, eighty-seven members of a secret Kuomintang organiza- 
tion—the Malayan Overseas Chinese Self-Defence Army—had sur- 
rendered with their arms to the police at Kuala Kangsar, in Perak. 

23 Apr.—A bandit who was arrested in Kuantan was shot dead by 
the police when trying to escape. In Perak bandits fired at the southern 
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Kinta tin dredge. In the Sitiawan district a bandit hut was discovered 
containing food and documents. 

24 Apr.—Five bandits, including a woman, were killed and one 
captured near Bruas in Perak. 

3 May—M. Veerasenan, the Indian President of the Pan-Malayan 
Federation of Trade Unions, was killed by a patrol when fleeing froma 
guerrilla camp in Negri Sembilan. 


NETHERLANDS. 21 Apr.—Germany. Dr Stikker, Foreign Minister, 
told the first Chamber that approval of the proposed frontier rectifica- 
tions with western Germany would be an issue of confidence in the 
Government. He also accused Dr Arnold, Prime Minister of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, of having abused Dutch hospitality by ‘agitating 
against the Government’ during his recent visit. The frontier changes 
were approved by 25 votes to 17 with g members absent or abstaining. 

28 Apr.—Ruhr Authority agreement signed (see Great Britain). 

Dr Malan, Prime Minister of South Africa, arrived at The Hague 
for a day’s visit and was received by the Queen, the Prime Minister, 
and the Foreign Minister. 


NEW ZEALAND. 21 Apr.—Prime Minister at London conference 
(see Commonwealth Conference). 

28 Apr.—Mr Nash, the acting Prime Minister, announced that the 
Government had decided to set up a Legation in Paris and that the 
French Government had nominated a Minister to New Zealand. 


NORTH ATLANTIC PACT. 3 May—Canada’s instrument of 
ratification of the Treaty was deposited with the State Department by 
the Canadian Ambassador in Washington. 


NORTHERN IRELAND. 2 May—Prime Minister in London (see 


Great Britain). 
3 May—Publication of Ireland Bill and Sir Basil Brooke’s speech 


(see Great Britain). 


NORWAY. 28 Apr.—The British Minister of Defence, Mr Alexander, 
arrived in Oslo for a short visit. 


PAKISTAN. 21 Apr.—Prime Minister at London Conference (see 
Commonwealth Conference). 

28 Apr.—Final terms for Kashmir truce agreement received (see 
Kashmir). 

2 May—Prime Minister in Dublin (see Eire). 


PALESTINE. 23 Apr.—Dr Weizmann on Jerusalem (see United 
States). 

24 Apr.—Ferusalem. M. Sharett, Foreign Minister, told a press 
conference in Tel Aviv that though the Government were opposed to 
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PALESTINE (continued) 
the internationalization of Jewish Jerusalem they would accept inter- 
national control of the Holy Places there. 

26 Apr.—M. Ben-Gurion, Prime Minister, told the Constituent 
Assembly that the Government were faced with grave economic prob- 
lems as a result of the influx of immigrants, many of whom were still 
living in reception camps suffering from ‘frightful overcrowding’ and 
thousands being unemployed. But though the situation was likely to 
become worse the Government refused to curtail their immigration 
programme which was the raison d’étre of the establishment of the 
State of Israel. The State’s financial burden was excessive and an 
austerity plan would have to be undertaken together with plans for 
increased production involving the direction of labour. The success of 
the economic plan depended on an inflow of foreign capital and help 
from Jewry abroad and these were in turn dependent on the country’s 
readiness to accept stringent measures to reduce the cost of living. State 
planning was essential and to this end, a bureau of economic planning 
and co-ordination had been set up in the Prime Minister’s department. 
Only by these measures could the task be accomplished of absorbing 
immigrants at a rate to double the population in four years. Details of 
the austerity programme which were then announced by Dr Joseph, 
Minister for Supply and Rationing, included the introduction of a food 
rationing system, control of imports, home production, and prices, 
and plans for increased agricultural production. 

27 April—Lausanne negotiations between Conciliation Commission, 
Israel, and Arab States (see Conference on Palestine). 

28 Apr.—Sporadic firing broke out between a party of Jews and some 
Arabs in Jerusalem. On being informed, Jerusalem’s Jewish and Arab 
commanders ordered a cease-fire. 

1 May—Fighting broke out near Jerusalem between Arab Legion 
and Israeli troops as the latter were taking over a village accorded to 
Israel under the armistice agreement. 

4 May—Note to Sweden on Count Bernadotte’s murder (see Sweden). 


PERSIA. 21 Apr-—Twenty leaders of the Tudeh Party were convicted 
by court martial and sentenced to imprisonment. 

25 Apr.—It was learned that the Czechoslovak Chargé d’ Affaires 
in Teheran, M. Slanski, a brother of the general secretary of the 
Czechoslovak Communist Party, had been recalled at the request of the 
Government and succeeded by M. Vavra. Three Czechoslovak 
nationals in Teheran were given notice of expulsion following alleged 
‘activities to the detriment of the country’. 

30 Apr.—Two men were sentenced to death and seven other people 
to imprisonment for participation in the attempted assassination of the 
Shah on 4 February. 


PERU. 24 Apr.—It was learned that a curfew had been imposed in 
Lima following the discovery of an alleged plot against President 
Odria and other leaders by the outlawed People’s Party. 
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PHILIPPINES. 28 Apr.—Mme Quezon, widow of the late President, 
and nine persons accompanying her were ambushed and killed by 
bandits as they were driving through hill country in Nueva Ejica, a 
rovince of Luzon. President Quirino ordered a military campaign 
against the Hukbalahaps (dissident peasants) who were known to over- 
run the district, and ordered an emergency meeting of the Cabinet. 


POLAND. 22 Apr.—Government Changes. The official press agency 
announced the appointment as Vice-Premier of M. Hilary Mine who 
would also act as chairman of the Economic Committee of the Council 
of Ministers and Chairman of the State Commission for Economic 
Planning. 

24 Apr.—A pastoral letter signed by all the Catholic bishops and read 
in the churches told believers to disregard the attacks made against 
the clergy by the press, including the ‘ridiculous’ charges of their anti- 
State activities. 

29 Apr.—An article in the Communist press which was also broadcast 
accused an anti-democratic section of the clergy of blindly following 
the orders of ‘Vatican politicians’. The Government had never inter- 
fered with freedom of religion and had made many concessions to the 
church, including the exemption of its properties from the land reform 
measures, and they wanted mutual relations to be settled in a spirit of 
loyalty. They refused to tolerate ‘further abuse of freedoms and 
privileges to the detriment of the ... State’ and were strong enough 
to ‘paralyse all riotous action’. 

30 Apr.—It was learned that Father Kaczynski, a friend of the Prim- 
ate, Dr Wyszynski, and formerly Minister of Education in the exiled 
Government in London, had recently been arrested by the secret 
police at his parish church in Warsaw. 


RHODESIA, NORTHERN. 2 May—It was learned that a recent 
statement by Mr Creech-Jones, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
in Salisbury that a permanent white settlement in Northern Rhodesia 
needed to be controlled and that there could be only a degree of 
European development had aroused many protests from members of 
the elected Legislative Council. Before leaving Lusaka for Nairobi he 
had therefore recorded a broadcast in which he emphasized that ‘no 
change in existing land policy or settlement is, or has been fore- 
shadowed as it affects either Europeans or Africans.’ On the question 
of federation he said that the Government would study any proposals 
submitted to it, but ‘it cannot transfer its trust and neglect its solemnly 
pledged duties, though it must recognize the needs of the territory in 
the conditions of the modern world.’ 


RHODESIA, SOUTHERN. 27 Apr.—The Minister of Finance, Mr 
Whitehead, said in his Budget speech that the four-year development 
plan provided for the expenditure of £65 million including {22,380,000 
for Government loan work, £16,400,000 for public utilities, and £20 
million for railways. 
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RUMANIA. 29 Apr.—The Government notified all foreign Embassies, 
Legations, and missions that certain areas, comprising about two- 
thirds of Rumanian territory, were ‘restricted’ and would be out of 
bounds for foreign diplomatists. 

4 May—Mr Acheson on violation of peace treaty (see United States), 


SOUTH AFRICA. 21 Apr.—Mr Havenga, Minister of Finance, told 
the Assembly that he considered that the price of gold was too low and 
that a readjustment was inevitable. 

Prime Minister at London conference (see Commonwealth Confer- 
ence). 

28 Apr.—Prime Minister at The Hague (see Netherlands). 

Commonwealth. Dr Malan’s broadcast (see Commonwealth Conference). 
A statement issued by Gen. Smuts criticized the declaration drawn up 
by the Commonwealth Conference, which was so worded as to allow 
other Commonwealth countries to take the same course as India. It was 
a ‘leap in the dark’ and he was not satisfied that grave risks were not 
being run. 

29 Apr.—Prime Minister in Berlin (see Germany). 

30 Apr.—Prime Minister in Switzerland (see Switzerland). 

1 May—M. Camille Gutt, chairman of the executive board of the 
International Monetary Fund, arrived in Capetown for discussions with 
M. Havenga on the Union’s gold policy. 

2 May—Prime Minister in Rome (see Italy). 


SPAIN. 23 Apr.—A trade agreement with the Benelux economic 
union was signed in Madrid providing for the exchange of about 1,500 
million Belgian francs worth of goods. 

27 Apr.—British representations about closing of British Protestant 
chapels (see Great Britain). 

2 May—Mr Mayhew’s statement (see Great Britain). 


SWEDEN. 4 May—Palestine. It was learned that a Note had been 
received from the Israeli Government apologizing for the delay in 
submitting a report on the assassination of Count Bernadotte and 
expressing the hope that this brutal crime would no longer obstruct the 
establishment of friendly relations between the two countries. 


SWITZERLAND. 25 Apr.—King Leopold of Belgium had a meeting 
with his brother, the Regent, in Berne attended by the Belgian Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Justice, M. Spaak and M. Moreau de 
Melen. 

30 Apr.—Dr Malan, Prime Minister of South Africa, arrived for a 
two-day visit. 

3 May—Pandit Nehru, Prime Minister of India, arrived at Ziirich on 
an official visit. 


SYRIA. 21 Apr.—Prime Minister in Cairo (see Egypt). 
23 Apr.—Government recognized by Egypt (see Egypt). 
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27 Apr.—Recognition of new Government (see Great Britain and 
United States). 


TRANSJORDAN. 26 Apr.—Three Palestinian Arabs and a Trans- 
iordanian were sentenced to death for conspiring against the life of 
King Abdullah. Two Syrians and two Palestine Arabs named by the 
other accused were sentenced to life imprisonment in their absence. 

3 May—King Abdullah accepted the resignation of the Cabinet. He 
asked Ministers to continue in office pending the formation of a new 
Government. 

4 May—British loan (see Great Britain). 


TURKEY. 27 Apr.—M. Sadak on security (see United States). 


UNITED NATIONS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

25 Apr.—Soviet Wives. Meeting in plenary session the Assembly 
adopted by 39 votes to 16, with 11 abstentions (India, China, and the 
Muslim countries) a resolution from its legal committee calling on the 
Soviet Government to allow Russian women to join their foreign 
husbands. 

29 Apr.—U.N. Guard. The Assembly adopted by 47 votes to 6 (the 
Soviet bloc) with one abstention, a proposal passed by the ad hoc 
Political Committee to set up a special committee of fourteen members 
to inquire into the formation of a U.N. Guard to accompany and pro- 
tect U.N. missions abroad. 

30 Apr.—Hungarian and Bulgarian Church Trials. After a two-day 
debate a plenary session of the Assembly adopted by 34 votes to 6 
with 9 abstentions a resolution calling on Hungary and Bulgaria to 
answer the British and U.S. charge that they had violated the human 
rights clause in the peace treaties. 

Berlin. Dr Evatt, President of the Assembly, issued a statement 
forecasting the early lifting of the blockade. 


Political Committee 

21 Apr.—Ex-Italian Colonies. M. Gromyko (U.S.S.R.) resumed his 
attack on British and U.S. policy towards North Africa where military 
bases had been promised to them by Italy in return for Italian trustee- 
ship. These two Powers had consistently blocked agreement in the 
Council of Foreign Ministers in order to be able to utilize these terri- 
tories to their own advantage. In attacking British colonial rule he 
urged the committee to ‘listen carefully to the voice of India’. Mr 
Dulles (U.S.A.) said that Britain and America had proved their good 
faith by bringing the matter before the United Nations. These colonies 
had been cleared of the enemy during the war by Commonwealth and 
U.S. troops and if they had followed the example of other victors they 
would have settled the matter themselves. A settlement would have 
been reached long ago had it not been for the Soviet ambition, when the 
negotiations started, to secure a base on the Mediterranean by endeav- 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY Political Committee (continued) 

ouring to take over Tripolitania. Mr McNeil (Britain) also refuted the 
Soviet charges and referred to Russia’s policy in gaining strategic 
objectives and her colonial record, involving numerous deportations, 

22 Apr.—Hungarian and Bulgarian Church Trials. The ad hoc 
political committee adopted by 34 votes to 6, with 11 abstentions, the 
Bolivian resolution condemning the Governments of Hungary and 
Bulgaria for the trials. 

Ex-Italian Colonies. The British delegation circulated a statement 
refuting Soviet charges that areas under British military control were 
being exploited to the detriment of the population. 

25 Apr.—Hungarian and Bulgarian Church Trials. It was learned that 
the Secretary-General had received a cable from the Hungarian 
Foreign Minister declining the invitation to take part in the discussions 
and adding that the committee’s recent resolution on the subject was an 
unlawful intervention in Hungary’s internal affairs. 

3 May—Ex-Italian Colonies. Mr McNeil (Britain) tabled a plan 
which called for the declaration of Libyan independence within ten 
years subject to the confirmation of the Assembly at that time. Mean- 
while Cyrenaica would be placed under British trusteeship, leaving a 
solution for the rest of Libya to be worked out by a Commission com- 
posed of Britain, France, the United States, Egypt, and Italy before the 
September session. Somaliland would be returned to Italian trustee- 
ship and the whole of Eritrea would go to Ethiopia, except the western 
Muslim area which would be incorporated in the Sudan. He empha- 
sized that British trusteeship over Cyrenaica would be without pre- 
judice to its subsequent incorporation in a united Libya. Mr Foster 
Dulles (U.S.A.) supported these proposals which would provide ‘the 
best solution of a colonial problem that the world has ever seen’. 

4 May—Ex-Italian Colonies. The Argentine delegate opposed the 
British plan, charging Britain with trying to profit from Eritrea by 
proposing that the western part should be added to the Sudan. The 
plan was also opposed by other Latin-American delegates. 


Steering Committee 

29 Apr.—M. Malik (U.S.S.R.) said that delaying tactics were being 
used to avoid discussion on Spain and Indonesia and to protract the 
discussions on the ex-Italian colonies. He suggested that the Assembly 
should aim at ending the session on 18 May. 


SECURITY COUNCIL 

30 Apr.—Indonesia. A report published by the Commission for 
Indonesia stated that in a great part of the former Republican territory 
Dutch control was limited to the main towns and roads. Hostilities had 
continued in Java and Sumatra, without resulting in any major changes, 
and now involved not only the Republican army but also ‘small bands 
of ex-Communists, extremist irregulars, and plain bandit groups’. The 
Dutch military commanders had sometimes failed to co-operate with 
the Commission. An early political settlement was essential. 
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UNITED STATES. 21 Apr.—Military Aid. Mr Acheson, Secretary 
of State, gave details of the military aid programme to a closed session 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Senator Connally an- 
nounced later that the cost of the whole programme for the next fiscal 
year beginning 1 July, including aid to Greece and Turkey, would be 
about $1,450 million. $1,130 million of this sum was destined for the 
signatories of the Atlantic Pact and would include U.S. surplus stocks. 
Mr Acheson had declared that this assistance was required by the 
situation in Europe and would have been necessary ‘whether or not there 
was an Atlantic Pact’. 

Fire—Mr MacBride, Eire’s Foreign Minister, told correspondents 
on arrival at Los Angeles that the situation on the border between Eire 
and Northern Ireland was ‘as explosive as Palestine’. 

President Truman told a press conference that he had accepted the 
resignation of the Secretary of the Army, Mr Royall, to take effect on 
27 April. 

i Truman announced that Mr David Bruce, head of the E.C.A. 
mission in France, would succeed Mr Caffery as Ambassador in Paris. 

22 Apr.—Mr Truman sent a special message to Congress recom- 
mending Government aid for the expansion of medical facilities and 
the introduction of compulsory insurance as part of a new national 
health scheme. 

23 Apr.—Ferusalem. Dr Weizmann, President of Israel, speaking in 
New York, pledged his country to accept the ‘fullest international safe- 
guards’ for the immunity and protection of the Holy Places in Jerusalem, 
and to ensure full security for religious institutions there. The inter- 
national community must however recognize his Government’s 
responsibility for ‘the administration of Jewish Jerusalem’. 

24 Apr.—The House of Representatives’ Un-American Affairs 
Committee disclosed details of an attempt which had been made to set 
up an espionage network in the U.S.A., Canada, and Latin America, 
with headquarters at the Polish Embassy in Washington. 

Arrival of Mr Murphy in Berlin (see Germany). 

25 Apr.—China. The State Department announced that the Am- 
bassador in Nanking had been instructed to return to Washington for 
consultations. 

Agreement on west German Constitution (see Germany). 

Palestine. Dr Weizmann told a press conference in Washington that 
Israel’s great problem was to absorb the 800,000 Jews in North Africa 
who were poor and did not appear to realize the hard work that their 
new life held in store for them. 

The Polish Embassy denied the truth of the espionage charges. 

26 Apr.—Berlin. Tass statement on Soviet-U.S. conversations on the 
lifting of the Berlin blockade (see U.S.S.R.). The State Department 
issued a statement confirming and amplifying the facts as related by 
Tass. The developments had been discussed with the Foreign Ministers 
of Britain and France during their recent visit to Washington. To 
prevent any misunderstanding on the part of the Soviet Government 
a statement by the three western Governments had been read by Dr 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 

Jessup to M. Malik on 5 April making it clear that the points under 
discussion were: (1) the reciprocal lifting of the restrictions on com- 
munications, transport, and trade; (2) the fixing of a date for a meeting 
of the Council of Foreign Ministers, these two points being uncon- 
ditional on any of the other points which in the past had prevented 
agreement being made. At a further meeting on 10 April M. Malik 
had restated the Soviet position in terms which made it appear that 
certain points still needed clarification. Further discussions had then 
taken place between the three western Governments resulting in a more 
detailed formulation of their position which would shortly be conveyed 
by Dr Jessup to M. Malik. 

European Recovery Programme. President Truman told Congress 
that price declines would make it possible to finance the programme with 
$157,800,000 less than the sum authorized and he asked for the appro- 
priation, without delay, of the remaining $5,272,200,000. Of this sum 
$1,074 million would be used up to 30 June, and $4,198,200,000 for the 
twelve months following. 

The White House announced that the President had accepted the 
resignation of Mr Sullivan, Secretary of the Navy. 

27 Apr.—Atlantic Pact. Mr Acheson, giving evidence before the 
Senate, said that there was nothing in the treaty which would lead 
automatically to a declaration of war. Under Article 5 the country 
would only be bound ‘to make honest judgement as to what action would 
be necessary to attain the end of restoring and maintaining the security 
of the north Atlantic area, and consequently to take such action’. 
No new powers were granted under the treaty, which was a recognition 
of rights already possessed. Article 3, which would bind the country to 
the principle of self-help and mutual aid, contained no obligation to 
support the military assistance programme. Although the executive 
branch of the Government felt that the country could and should 
provide military aid to assist other signatories in the pact to maintain 
their collective security, Congress was not bound by the pact to reach 
the same conclusion. There was an obligation to help ‘but the extent 
and manner and timing is up to the honest judgement of the parties’. 
The treaty and the proposed military assistance programme should be 
considered separately and on their own merits. In answer to a question 
he said that new accessions to the pact would require new treaties, which 
would need the advice and consent of the Senate. He also said that U.S. 
troops would not be sent to Western Europe in any ‘pre-aggression 

period’. 

The Government recognized the new Syrian Government. 

Berlin. Dr Jessup had further conversations with M. Malik. 

Mediterranean Pact. M. Sadak, Foreign Minister of Turkey, said in 
New York before leaving for home that he thought Europe’s safety 
depended on supplementing the Atlantic Pact with a security system 
embracing the Turkish Zone. The project had not yet reached a 
concrete stage. 

28 Apr.—Berlin. Mr Truman told a press conference that he be- 
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lieved the Russians were acting in good faith in the Berlin conversations. 

Mr Acheson, broadcasting to the American Society of Newspaper 
Publishers on the German problem, said that if it were possible to 
arrange for renewed four-Power discussions the Government would do 
their utmost to reach a settlement. But they would agree to no general 
solution which could not absorb the basic safeguards and benefits of 
the existing arrangements in western Germany. Nor would they agree to 
any proposals which did not protect the security interests of the Euro- 
pean community. It was their ultimate aim that the German people— 
or as large a part of them as possible—should become part of a new 
common structure of free peoples of Europe sharing, in due time, as 
equals in its obligations, economic benefits, and security. 

Ruhr authority agreement signed (see Great Britain). 

Atlantic Pact. Mr Warren Austin, leader of the U.S. delegation to the 
United Nations, said in his testimony to the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee that the pact, which was justified by the thirty Soviet 
vetoes, would strengthen the United Nations by checking the fear of 
aggression. Mr Johnson, Secretary for Defence, said that the treaty 
would improve U.S. security by improving the military potential of all 
member States. But the national military establishment believed that 
ratification without further action was not enough. The terms of the 
treaty must be ‘vigorously implemented’ though without involving a cut 
in the appropriations for the U.S. armed services. 

Dr Jessup said in a speech to the American Society of International 
Law that the Atlantic Pact was ‘a step along the right road’ in the 
United Nations search for collective security. 

29 Apr.—Atlantic Pact. Mr Harriman, European representative of the 
E.C.A., urged the Senate Foreign Relations Committee to support the 
treaty and laid particular stress on the importance of Article 3. 

Berlin. Dr Jessup and M. Malik had a further meeting. 

30 Apr.—Eire. Mr MacBride said in a broadcast that the six counties 
were ‘a police State, controlled by Britain. A man can be deprived of 
his liberty without trial.’ In order to make it possible for his Govern- 
ment to join Britain and the U.S.A. in a mutual economic and military 
pact Britain must transfer to the Northern Ireland Parliament the 
powers retained at Westminster and ‘withdraw her army of occupation’. 

2 May—Berlin. Dr Jessup held a meeting with British and French 
representatives. A communiqué issued afterwards said that this was one 
of a series of meetings to exchange views on the progress of the Jessup- 
Malik discussions. 

It was learned that M. Patel, Secretary to the Defence Ministry of 
India, was visiting Washington for discussions with the Department of 
National Defence. 

Gen. MacArthur’s statement (see Japan). An Army Department 
spokesman said that this statement did not imply a reduction in the size 
of the U.S. occupation force. 

3 May—Atlantic Pact. Gen. Bradley, Chief of Staff of the Army, 
told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that the U.S. frontiers 
of collective defence lay in the ‘heart of Europe’. Plans must be made to 
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UNITED STATES (continued) 

provide for the security of the western European countries so that they 
should not again be subjected to the terrors of an enemy occupation. 
The economic and political support already given to Europe must be 
supplemented with a military assistance programme. It was obvious that 
neither American dollars nor American arms could, in themselves, give 
security to Europe but given the assurance of aid and the means to resist 
western Europeans would resolutely contest any threat of aggression. 

Germany. President Truman announced the retirement of Gen. Clay 
as head of the U.S. Military Government in Germany with effect from 
15 May. His duties would be taken over by Gen. Huebner, deputy 
commander of the military forces, and Gen. Hays, deputy commander 
of Military Government in Germany, until the appointment of a High 
Commissioner. 

Spain.—The State Department announced that the Spanish Govern- 
ment had been given permission to send representatives to Washington 
to discuss the possibility of a loan with the Export-Import Bank. This 
implied no change in U.S. policy towards Spain. 

Dr Evatt, deputy Prime Minister and Minister for External Affairs 
of Australia and also President of the U.N. General Assembly, arrived 
in Washington from New York and attended a closed session of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

4 May—Peace Treaties. Mr Acheson told a conference that the 
Government had received replies from Bulgaria, Hungary, and 
Rumania rejecting the charges made in recent U.S. Notes that they 
were violating the human rights clauses in their respective peace 
treaties. The State Department was consulting with other interested 
signatory Governments with a view to proceeding under the provision 
of these articles for a settlement. 

Dr Evatt was received by the President and later met Mr Acheson. 

Atlantic Pact. Mr Clayton, former Under-Secretary of State, Mr 
Carey, Secretary of the C.I.O., and Mr Foster Dulles, U.S. repre- 
sentative to the U.N. General Assembly, testified to the committee in 
favour of the treaty. 

Application for a visa by Greek rebel representative for peace 
negotiations at Lake Success (see Czechoslovakia). A State Department 
spokesman said that this peace offer, which was the twenty-first made 
by the Greek rebels since 1946, bore all the signs of a psychological 
warfare move. 

Berlin. A meeting was held in New York between Mr Jessup, M. 
Malik, Sir Alexander Cadogan, and M. Chauvel, representing the four 
Powers. A communiqué issued afterwards said that agreement had been 
reached that ‘all restrictions imposed in Germany, which have been the 
subject of these conversations, will be mutually lifted’ and that after 
an interval the Council of Foreign Ministers would meet. Certain 
questions of detail remained to be settled. 


U.S.S.R. 26 Apr.—Berlin. Tass announced that conversations had been 
taking place between M. Malik, the Soviet representative at the 
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Security Council, and Dr Jessup, the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large and 
member of the U.S. delegation to the U.N. Assembly, on the lifting 
of the Berlin blockade. On 15 February Dr Jessup had asked M. Malik 
to explain why M. Stalin in his statement on 30 January had made no 
reference to the Berlin currency question in connection with the lifting 
of restrictions. M. Malik had replied that this omission had not been 
accidental and that the currency question could be discussed by the 
Council of Foreign Ministers. On 21 March, in reply to a further 
question, M. Malik had stated that if agreement were reached as to the 
date when the Council of Foreign Ministers would meet, the reciprocal 
restrictions on communications and trade could be lifted before the 
Council of Foreign Ministers had started its work. The last conversa- 
tion had taken place on 10 April. State Department’s statement (see 
United States). 

1 May—M. Stalin reviewed the May Day parade in Moscow. An 
order of the day read by Marshal Vassilievsky, Minister of the Armed 
Forces, warned the people of the threat to peace of the North Atlantic 
Pact. 

3 May—Moscow radio announced the launching of a 20,000 million 
State loan, redeemable in twenty years, for economic development. 

4 May—New appointment in Austria (see Austria). 


VATICAN. 25 Apr.—A statement was issued announcing that the 
Czechoslovak bishops had interrupted their negotiations with the 
Government following disagreement about the reinstatement of two 


priests censured by the heirarchy for their political work. 


WESTERN UNION. 2 May—Defence. Field Marshal Montgomery, 
chairman of the Commanders-in-Chief Committee, arrived at Orly for a 
routine tour. 

M. Schuman’s statement on Council of Europe (see France). 

3 May—Council of Europe. The Foreign Ministers of the Brussels 
Treaty Powers and of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Italy, and Eire met 
in London to establish a Council of Europe. M. Spaak was represented 
by the Belgian Ambassador. 

‘ 4 May—Full agreement was reached on the Statute of the Council of 
urope. 


WORLD CONGRESS OF THE PARTISANS OF PEACE. 25 Apr.— 
The Congress, one of whose main targets had been the Atlantic Pact, 
ended after publishing a manifesto denouncing war-mongers and 
after approving the members of a committee designed to set up a 
world organization of committees ‘for the defence of peace’. 


WORLD FEDERATIONS OF TRADE UNIONS. 27 Apr.—The 
T.U.C. announced in London that the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations had been informed that the Federation could no longer claim 
U.N. recognition as withdrawals from it had taken away its repre- 
sentative capacity. 
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YUGOSLAVIA. 22 Apr.—It was announced in Belgrade that a new 
Minister to Albania had been appointed. 

27 Apr.—Protests were lodged at the Foreign Office by Britain, the 
United States, France, Belgium, and Italy over the treatment of 
diplomats by militia men during recent Communist demonstrations in 
Belgrade. 

30 Apr.—M. Piade, vice-president of the Praesidium, said in a 
speech on the thirtieth anniversary of the Communist Party that Soviet 
policy towards Yugoslavia and the people’s democracies concealed a 
‘narrow nationalism’ amounting to a ‘new and dangerous revision of 
Marxism-Leninism’. The Yugoslav Communist Party was being 
attacked because it did not think that relations between Communist 
Parties and between Socialist States should be based on ‘ordering and 
obeying’ and because it was feared that this idea might spread. 

3 May—Hungarian protest about frontier shooting incident (see 


Hungary). 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Council of Foreign Ministers to discuss Germany, Paris. 
U.N. Economic Commission for Latin America, Havana. 
U.N. Trusteeship Council, Fifth Session, Lake Success. 
General Elections, Belgium. 

International Trade Union Conference to discuss the setting 
up of a ‘Free Trade Union International’. 

I.L.O. Conference, Geneva. 

F.A.O. Council, Sixth Session, Paris. 

U.N. World Health Assembly, Second Session, Rome. 
Scandinavian Economic Conference, Copenhagen. 

General Elections, Canada. 

World Congress of World Federation of Trade Unions, 
Milan. 

Benelux countries enter into provisional economic union. 
Economic and Social Council, Ninth Session, Geneva. 
U.N. World Forestry Congress, Helsinki. 

World Assembly of Youth, Brussels. 

Inaugural meeting of the Council of Europe, Strasbourg. 
U.N. Scientific Conference on the Conservation and 
Utilization of Resources, Lake Success. 

General Assembly of Liberal International, Versailles. 
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